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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Previously presented) A process for storing data, comprising 

providing a back up server having storage for a plurality of data files, 

providing a long term memory device having a plurality of data storage elements and a 

processor for coordinating the operation of the plurality of data storage elements, 

directing the processor to store data on the data storage elements and record a time signal 

representative of the time of storing data, 

detecting a condition representative of each data storage element having reached a data 

storage capacity, 

based on the condition, drrecting the processor to compare the time signals for each data 
storage element, and 

based on the time signal comparison, directing the processor to store data on the data 
storage element having the earliest recorded data. 

2. (Original) A process according to claim 1, wherein the long term memory device includes a 
tape library system having a plurality of drive elements. 

3. (Previously presented) A process according to claim 2, wherein the tape library includes a 
robotic controller for moving tapes in and out of a tape drive system. 

4. (Previously presented) A process according to claim 1 , wherein the long term memory 
device includes a RAID storage system. 
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5. (Previously presented) A process according to claim 1, wherein directing the processor to 
store data on the data storage elements includes directing the processor to store data on each data 
storage element until each data storage element reaches data storage capacity. 

6-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently amended) A method of storing data comprising: 

detecting a condition representing a data storage capacity of at least one of at least two 
data storage elements; 

based on ihe detected condition, determining whether at least one of the at least two data 
storage elements includes available data storage capacity; and, 

based on whether at least one of the at least two data storage elements includes available 
data storage capacity, storing the data on the data storage element associated with an earliest time 

0 f -tnnrr "*~ %r ™ * e data elcmftnt asson '^ ™ ih " Wticrt time ° f 

stora ge comprise s: 

. Tr ^n f « w one *™ associated with the at least two data stor^e 

elements: and 

M^firh.* the data associated with the earliest time of storage . 

13. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein storing the data on the data 
storage element associated with an earliest time of storage comprises: 

associating at least one time ofstorage with the at least two data storage elements. 
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14. (Cancelled) Tho method of clak *- 12, wherein storing the data on the data stor e y 
ulom o nt : c; o o m tcr1 with nn »nr 1j " rt t 1 '™ * »f ntnrapiQ comprises ; 

lumpuiiu y , .it IrnfTT fitir l in i r nf it — r 1 1 111 1111 11,1 " 1 , 1 ' ' ' 1 u n ^ qt nn ft ° 

iduiit ifi-mr 7 thr rl n t n nt nr n;- "1™™* nr.nnHt r .rl with, tho oniUcct time of otorago: 

15. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

based on whether at least one of the at least two data storage elements includes available 
data storage capacity, storing the data on the at least one data storage element including available 
data storage capacity. 

16. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15, wherein storing the data on the at least 
one data storage element including available data storage capacity comprises: 

storing the data on the at least one data storage element including available data storage 
capacity until the at least one data storage element reaches data storage capacity. 

17-21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently amended) A processor program for storing data, the processor program being 
tangibly stored on a processor-readable medium and comprising instructions operable to cause a 

processor to: 

detect a condition representing a data storage capacity of at least one of at least two data 
storage elements; 
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based on the detected condition, determine whether at least one of the at least two data 
storage elements includes available data storage capacity; and, 

based on whether at least one of the at least two data storage elements includes available 
data storage capacity, store the data on the data storage element associated with an earliest time 
»f ct^, r , when, the instruct ^ ™ store the data on thr, data stomp* fluent associated with an 
earliest time of storage compr ise instructions to: 

nnmnare at least nne time of stora™ Undated with thr, at least two data storage, 

elements; and, 

iH*ntifc the data storage element asso rted with the earliest time of storage. 

23. (Previously presented) The processor program of claim 22, wherein the instructions to 
store the data on the data storage element associated with an earliest time of storage comprise 

instructions to: 

associate at least one time of storage with the at least two data storage elements. 

24. (Cancelled) The processor proy oi u u f claim f». " fl m Ou tho instru ct ions to oto.r o the 
data on the data .Uuagc olcment a^ U- d wti fa in nu lh u l time of nt nrn & u to mprir o i ti Tt rn nta * 

oompaxo u i kai , l u u u ui i i n nP u . rnnrintPri * tt k Ito at loaat two duL i o ton fln nlom.n K ; 
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25. (Previously presented) The processor program of claim 22, further comprising instructions 

operable to cause a processor to: 

based on whetiier at least one of the at least two data storage elements includes available 
data storage capacity, storing the data on the at least one data storage element including available 
data storage capacity. 

26. (Previously presented) The processor program of claim 25, wherein the instructions to 
store the data on the at least one data storage element including available data storage capacity 

comprise instruct ioas to: 

store the data on the at least one data storage element including available data storage 
capacity until the at least one data storage element reaches data storage capacity. 

27-28. (Cancelled) 
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